60    THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

frozen from a sense of insecurity, many liberals pronounced
it the only way by which a nation could live up to its old
boast as the land of opportunity. A new vision thus swam
into the ken of the American people. Whether it would turn
out to be Utopia or myopia, only the future could tell.

According to its friends, the New Deal proposed to apply
legislation to those fields where private enterprise had failed
to accept proper responsibility for the social consequences of
its acts, Roosevelt later cited a precedent in Lincoln's words,
that "the legitimate object of government is to do for the
community of people whatever they need to have done, but
cannot do at all, or cannot do so well, for themselves, in
their separate and individual capacities/* The mechanism of
Keynsian economics might remain a debatable issue, but the
grand strategy of Roosevelt the humanitarian never lacked
clarity. And if this was the rising tide of revolution, a nation
which had witnessed the "revolutions" of Jefferson and
Jackson could still recognize most of the old landmarks*